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When WIC published its last
newsletter, you may recall that the
organization was under threat. While
the Wildlife in Crisis property is bor-
dered on two sides by the Nature
Conservancy’s 1800-acre Devil’s Den
Preserve, the land directly behind
WIC was privately owned. 

A sub-division for that property had
been approved in the mid-1980s. In
the mid-1990s, a road-bed was cut
into the area and residential lots were
delineated. Two of the lots bordered
directly on WIC’s property, and it
seemed likely that McMansions would
soon be looming over the flight cages
and fawn pen.

The threat was clear: if houses were
built on those lots, Wildlife in Crisis
would cease to exist. To survive, WIC
had to create a buffer of undeveloped
land between the planned housing
development and our pre-release pens. 

Early discussions with the develop-
er on a possible land donation stalled,
so Wildlife in Crisis immediately
began fund-raising efforts to purchase
the two lots, which were appraised at
$175,000 each.

In addition, WIC began the applica-
tion process for an open space land
grant from the Connecticut state
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP).    

As the DEP application deadline
drew near, attorney Dick Saxl floated
the WIC proposal for acquiring the

Wildlife in Crisis makes
successful bid for land

WIC’s bald eagle
spreads its wings

It was a busy summer at Wildlife
in Crisis, the Weston, CT-based
wildlife rescue and rehab center.
Several thousand injured and orphaned
mammals, birds, reptiles and amphib-
ians passed through the center during
the most recent season, helped on their
way by an all-volunteer staff. 

Each year, the center has a full
complement of seasonal interns.
‘‘Thousands of wild animals are saved
each year at this clinic,‘‘ said director
Dara Reid, ‘‘and our seasonal interns

play a crucial role.’’
Wildlife in Crisis was founded in

1989, and exists to serve as a hospital
for injured or orphaned wild animals.
The center accepts all native species
and is certified by the State of
Connecticut and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

The busiest period for the clinic
begins in May, with the onset of
‘‘baby season.’’ This is when local
residents start to find orphaned baby
animals on their property, or by the

roadside. It could be a mother possum,
hit by a car, leaving a pouch full of
babies. Or a nest full of baby blue-
birds, the parents killed by a cat. 

On the patient list this year were
countless orphaned and injured mam-
mals, including baby raccoons, white-
tail fawns, red fox kits and flying
squirrels. A rare baby mink, found in a
neighboring town, was also brought in. 

On the avian front, over one thou-
sand baby birds, from hummingbirds

(Continued on Page 8)(Continued on page 2)
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Wildlife Times

Resident interns bolster WIC staff; treat record number of animals 

Wildlife in Crisis director Dara Reid releases a rehabilitated juvenile bald eagle at Shepaug Dam in
Southbury, CT. The young eagle was in residence at WIC for a year, being medicated for a bacterial infection
and wing injury. The eagle made a dramatic first flight, arcing out over Shepaug dam before descending to the
riverside below. The site was chosen for the release because it is much frequented by wintering eagles. See
full story in article at right. Photo by Paul Fusco, Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection.

Bald Eagles are not a common sight
in Weston, Connecticut. So when fish-
ermen at Saugatuck Reservoir saw a
large black bird hopping rock-to-rock,
they weren’t thinking ‘‘bald eagle.’’
But they mentioned the sighting of an
‘‘big injured bird’’ to a patrolling
water company warden. As soon as
the warden saw the bird, he realized it
was an immature Bald Eagle.

The warden knew that Bald Eagles
are not ‘‘bald’’—with their character-
istic white feathered heads—until they
are 4-5 years old. Until then, they have
grayish black plumage. ‘‘Bald’’ or
not, juvenile Bald Eagles are recogniz-
able by their 70- to 80-inch wingspan,
huge talons and massive beak.

Unfortunately, there was something
amiss with this particular Eagle. It was
emaciated and unable to fly, reduced
to cadging bait-fish in order to survive.

The water company called Wildlife
in Crisis to rescue the injured eagle,
and WIC dispatched a team of volun-
teers. The eagle was so weak that she
was easily caught. Our veterinarian
found she was suffering from a wing
injury and bacterial infection.

Bald Eagles remain an endangered
species in Connecticut, so WIC decid-
ed it was imperative to commit the
necessary resources to save this eagle.  

It is common knowledge that the
U.S. Eagle population plummeted in
the 1940s and 1950s, largely due to
indiscriminate use of pesticides like

(Continued on Page 7)

The next big item on the agenda
for Wildlife in Crisis is a capital cam-
paign to build a state-of-the-art
wildlife veterinary hospital in Fairfield
County, Connecticut.

Currently, WIC is the closest thing
to a wildlife veterinary hospital in the
state. No other organization exists, on
a state, municipal or private level, that
does the kind of work routinely done
at Wildlife in Crisis. 

However, space constraints and the
clinic’s operational tempo inhibit
WIC’s ability to function as a full-
scale wildlife hospital. 

The care and maintenance of the
dozens of recovering animals in resi-
dence must sometimes take prece-
dence over labor-intensive life-saving
procedures for the most severely
injured wild patients. 

Director Dara Reid routinely per-

forms limited surgery within the exist-
ing clinic, but serious injuries must be
handled by a veterinarian. Many local
vets have donated time and resources
to the cause (see list of vets on the
masthead, page 2) but the pro-bono
burden on these clinics is too great.

Demand for WIC’s services has
grown apace over the last few years,
to the tune of thousands of injured and

Shanna Abeles filming a wildlife release at a farm in Fairfield, CT.
Abeles and her associate Sarah Werner are developing a documentary
film about the operations of Wildlife in Crisis. 

‘‘My life as an Intern’’
By Beth Gibson—I joined Wildlife

In Crisis as an intern last winter, in
January of 2004. I had anticipated
gaining hands-on experience in
wildlife rehabilitation, what I got was
a whole lot more.

Interns are responsible for many
duties at Wildlife In Crisis.
Answering phones, feeding and car-
ing for the animals, and cleaning, to

(Continued on page 7)

Documentary film will focus on Wildlife in Crisis

(Continued on Page 2)

WIC plans state-of-the-art wildlife hospital
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Telephone: (203) 544-9913
E-mail: wildlifeincrisis@snet.net
Web-site: www.wildlifeincrisis.org
EXECUTIVE STAFF
Director Dara Reid
Associate Director Peter V.K. Reid
Secretary Sheila Faxon
Treasurer Jack Faxon

Our Sincerest Thanks to our
Contributing Veterinarians: 
Dr. Joan Poster, Dr. Katherine Rogers,
Dr. Tom Marsh, Dr. Charles  Duffy, Dr.
Melissa Shapiro, Dr. Priscilla Lightcap,
Dr. Robert Giddings, Dr. Michael
Josephs, Dr. Charles Stuhr, Dr. Thomas
Milos, Dr. Paula Belknap, Dr. Christine
DeRosa, Dr. John Robb, Dr. Jim Davis.

The Wildlife in Crisis newsletter is
published annually, using 100% recycled
paper and soy inks. Volume  3, No. 1.
Copyright by Wildlife in Crisis, P.O.
Box 1246, Weston, CT, 06883.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: $35.00 per year. 

Please remember WIC in
your will and trusts!

Wildlife in Crisis purchases adjacent open space

Letter from the director

WIC publishes second
edition of  ‘‘Common
Wildlife Problems’’

Due to continued demand, WIC has
republished its manual entitled
‘‘Simple and Effective Solutions to
Common Wildlife Problems.’’

Wildlife/human conflicts are
increasing in Connecticut, as residen-
tial and commercial development pro-
ceed apace. The purpose of this manu-
al is to provide information to the pub-
lic on how to effectively deal with
injured, orphaned and ‘‘nuisance’’
wildlife problems. To address that, we
will continue to distribute this manual
to veterinarians, police departments,
humane societies and nature centers
free-of-charge. These are the groups
that most often receive the initial call
about a wildlife problem. 

It is our hope that this quick-refer-
ence manual will help answer com-
mon questions and quickly resolve
problems involving wildlife. By dis-
tributing this manual to each township
in the state, we will help citizens
address wildlife issues in a rational,
cost-effective and humane fashion. 

The manual is available for individ-
ual purchase for a donation of $25.
Make checks payable to Wildlife in
Crisis, and request ‘‘wildlife manual.’’

land to landowner Leo Nevas of
Westport. Nevas gave his conditional
approval as a ‘‘willing seller,’’ a pre-
condition for the DEP grant. Soon
thereafter, WIC submitted its grant
proposal to the DEP for consideration. 

After that, WIC heard nothing for
months. One day, someone from the
DEP called with a question about one
of the maps. This seemed like a good
sign, but there was no further contact
from anyone at the DEP.

Finally, WIC received an invitation
to the annual DEP land grant recep-
tion. There was no mention of
approval of the grant application. 

Nonetheless, associate director Peter
Reid attended the ceremony. When he
was handed a program, Reid was
thrilled to see that Wildlife in Crisis
was on the agenda, slated to receive a
DEP grant for $287,500. Reid went to
the podium when called, and the

check was presented by then Lt. Gov.
(now Governor) Jodi Rell and DEP
deputy commissioner David Leff.

Some weeks later, with assistance
from Dick Saxl, Esq., the deeds were
signed over, and WIC added five acres
to its landholdings.

In addition to service as a buffer
zone, the new five-acre parcel was
well worth saving in its own right. The
main feature of the land is a knoll cov-
ered with hemlocks, much favored by
the local wild turkey clan, and at least
one family of owls. 

A family of fox has denned on the
property in past years, and the numer-
ous ledges and rock outcroppings pro-
vide nooks ideal for many species of
small mammals.

Buying this land was a big step, and
allowed WIC to remain as a lifeline
for orphaned and injured wild animals,
and a resource for the people who find
them and bring them to us. 

We view the purchase as the first
step in WIC’s mission of habitat
preservation. It was ironic that the
first habitat we had to preserve hap-
pened to be our own backyard. But
injured wild animals require quiet and
seclusion during recovery, and this
acquisition ensures that WIC’s future
will be secure. Our other flank is
securely anchored on the boundary of
the Nature Conservancy Preserve. 

With the addition of a five-acre
buffer zone, we are confident that we
can do our work here indefinitely. Our
thanks to everyone who donated
money and time to help with this very
important project.

Woodsie is an imprinted great-horned owl who has resided at Wildlife in
Crisis for quite some time. Raised (and imprinted) by well-meaning ama-
teurs, she is now a permanent resident at WIC. In that capacity, she’s
served as a surrogate parent for several generations of orphaned great
horned owl fledglings. She is also a welcome visitor in local classrooms.
In the photo above, she is nesting on her (unfertilized) eggs, and is
showing some irritation at the approach of the photographer. 

(Continued from page 1)

orphaned wild animals each year.
Given this extraordinary volume,
WIC has increasing need for indepen-
dent veterinary capabilities.

WIC has communicated with
many veterinarians interested in a res-
ident position. So there will be no
dearth of veterinary talent, if WIC can
build a true wildlife hospital for these
vets to work in.

Donations to the capital campaign
would go towards purchase a suitable
property, with existing structure. We
are currently hoping to buy an adja-
cent property now on the market for
$750,000. 

Outfitting a new wildlife hospital
will be the work of several years, but
once we have the property and build-
ing, that work can begin.

For information on contributing to
the Wildlife Hospital capital cam-
paign, contact Wildlife in Crisis at e-
mail: wildlifeincrisis@snet.net or tele-
phone: (203) 544-9913.

Wildlife hospital...

Wildlife in Crisis on the world-wide web
The Wildlife in Crisis web-site has

been up and running at
www.wildlifeincrisis.org for over a
year now, thanks to Jill O’Brien,
Johanna Pfund and Samantha Rother.
Check the web-site ‘‘FAQs’’ for infor-
mation on wildlife issues, and for
updates on new developments at the

Wildlife in Crisis clinic. 
The site includes information on our

resident internship program, and fea-
tures a form for those who would like
to volunteer or serve as interns. 

The site is also well-stocked with
great photos of many of our wild
patients from the last couple of years. 

WIC’s educational bird, Woodsie the owl

The Wildlife in Crisis Land Trust
is working on an  acquisition proposal
for a contiguous 75-acre parcel of
open space. The land straddles
Weston and Redding, and borders the
northwest corner of the Nature
Conservancy’s Devil’s Den Preserve.

This is a key local habitat, rich in
wetlands, and containing the headwa-
ters of the Saugatuck River.

The property is not yet an
approved sub-division, but the
landowner, the Nevas family, has
indicated a desire to sell in the near-
term. Given local land values, this
could prove to be a very pricey piece
of land. As noted, there are substantial
wetlands on the property, making
development somewhat challenging,
but the price will still be in the mil-
lions of dollars. 

WIC will be the catalyst for this
effort, in cooperation with the  state of
Connecticut, the town of Weston, the
Nature Conservancy and other groups.
We want to make sure this land is pre-
served as wildlife habitat forever. 

(Continued from page 1)

WIC works to preserve a
crucial 75-acre property

Dear supporters and volunteers,
Thank you for helping us to do what we do. Without the donations
from our supporters, and the hard work of our volunteers, Wildlife in
Crisis would cease to exist. Let me speak to you for a moment about
our current operations, and our future plans. As you may know, we are
in the midst of a five-year plan to expand Wildlife in Crisis, Inc.’s role as
a permanent resource for wildlife in Fairfield County. 

Phase One involved the purchase of a five-acre buffer property to
protect the facility from the impact of future residential development.
This phase was successful. The land was purchased in 2001, and in
2003 we had it surveyed and posted. It will now be protected as open
space in perpetuity. 

Phase Two involved the creation of our resident internship
program. This program has operated with increasing success,
and each year we’ve had a full staff of enthusiastic and
committed young people. In this newsletter, you’ll see pictures of
many of them. These interns, working long hours without pay,
have helped us save thousands of injured and orphaned
mammals and birds. 

Phase Three is two-fold: 
(1) Facility Expansion: We are seeking funding for purchase of an

additional property for conversion into a state-of-the-art wildlife
veterinary hospital, with vet(s) in residence. Please see the “wildlife
hospital’’ story beginning on page one.

(2) Staff funding: We need the option of paying our interns a
modest stipend. We’ve been lucky to attract a series of skilled and
committed young interns, willing to work 16-hour days for no pay.
Unfortunately, financial realities force many excellent candidates to
forgo our unpaid internship. We are seeking  funding to support this
crucial internship program.

Conclusion: Our primary mission will continue to be the
rescue and rehabilitation of injured and orphaned wildlife.
But we're also going to address the root cause of increased
wildlife mortality, namely habitat loss. To this end, we will be
increasing our educational efforts with local schools and
community groups.

You can help ensure fulfillment of our objectives, and the
future of WIC, by helping us build our endowment fund. So
please remember us in your will and trusts. 

Thanks again for your support. I can't tell you how much it means
to me when I see a wild animal that would have died released
healthy and whole back into the natural world. I'm heartened that so
many people care enough to bring us animals that they find, and that
you, our supporters, care enough to help us continue this work. 

With hope,    
Dara Reid, Director



Wildlife in Crisis At Work
3

Clockwise from upper left hand
corner: (1) Intern Rachel Higgins
nurses an Osprey, injured by a jet
ski operator and rescued by the
Norwalk Police Marine Patrol (2)
Intern Jessie Gudgel cleans up
after a wild Turkey (3) Volunteer
Julie Schmidt holds a small
patient, one of the countless baby
squirrels that pass through WIC
in a season (4) Volunteer Nicole
Kinney with an injured Box Turtle
(5) Even the tiny Chickadee gets
individualized care at WIC (6)
Intern Melissa Baer with an
orphaned baby Opossum (7) A
baby bat consumes a mealworm
(8) Feeding a female Cardinal with
a syringe (9) An orphaned Red
Fox kit, one of  seven kits raised
and released during the most
recent season. Ph
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Interns and volunteers care for WIC’s injured and orphaned charges

Photos, reading left to right, starting top left corner: (1) Intern Renee Koplan
feeds an injured Cormorant (2) Volunteer Nicole Kinney feeds a Blue Jay with
a syringe (3) Rachel Higgins feeds a lively baby raccoon (4) Intern Melissa
Baer prepares to release a young Barred Owl into the wild (5) A fledgling
Goldfinch (6) A group of baby screech owls  (7) Hundreds of baby bunnies are
successfully reared at WIC!  (8) A Rail, later released in a marsh in Westport,
CT (9) A tiny Kinglet (10) A baby Red Squirrel enjoys a rodent pellet just after
his release (11) In an incubator, a wide range of native birds cohabit prior to
moving into the flight cage (l. to r.) Catbird, Cardinal, Robin, and Downy
Woodpecker (12) Volunteer Meghan Oliver cares for a baby Opossum (13)
baby bluebirds gape for food (14)  A nighthawk, a threatened species in CT.
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Some of our fine feathered friends...

Clockwise, starting at upper left corner: (1) WIC’s
Bald Eagle, pictured in flight after a successful
release (2) One of the numerous baby Screech
Owls brought in during the season (3) baby
Killdeer (4) Norwalk residents and Norwalk PD
saved these ducklings from a sewer after their
mother was hit by a car. All were successfully
released in a protected area (5)  This year, after an
August cold snap, several hummers were brought
to WIC by local residents (6) A Great Blue Heron
(7) a baby Crow (8) A flight of Flickers, brought in
as nestlings when a tree surgeon cut down their
tree (9) A Barn Swallow considers eating a worm.
His “nest” is located in one of WIC’s five incuba-
tors. These units, donated by volunteer Jessie
Ferris, have proven indispensable for raising
orphaned birds. (10) A tiny Warbling Vireo nestles
in the palm of a volunteer’s hand (11) A Barred
Owl peers from behind the house in his flight
cage (12) Immediately below: A Ring-Billed Gull.

Photo by Paul Fusco, CT DEP
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Clockwise, starting at top left: (1)
Intern Renee Koplan cares for an
orphaned Big Brown Bat. The bat
arrived a few hours after birth,
and survived to be released (2)  A
rare native Mink, found as a tiny
baby in Bethel (3) Intern Graham
Reinhart assists an injured
Sandpiper (4) Intern Renee
Koplan and volunteer Sharon
Kilcourse handle a night-time
wildlife release (5) Intern Jessie
Gudgel sends a healthy duck off
into the sunset (6) Intern Lauren
Taylor sweeps up the clinic at the
end of another 16-hour shift (7)
Orphaned fawns in the WIC fawn
pen (8) Suited up for the wilds of
Weston, interns Lauren Taylor
and Rachel Higgins don full anti-
mosquito regalia to feed the
fawns (9) Intern Jessie Gudgel
with a rehabbed Red-Tail Hawk
prior to release.

Interns nurse myriad species, and then send them back into the wild...
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Weston’s Eagle flies free after successful rehabilitation project
DDT. By 1963, there were only 417
nesting pairs of Bald Eagles in the
lower 48 states. In 1973, the eagle was
listed as a federal endangered species.
Restrictions were placed on the use of
organochlorine pesticides, and eventu-
ally the bald eagle population began a
long, slow recovery. Although de-list-
ed from the national endangered
species list, eagles have been slow to
return to Connecticut. 

In 1992, the first nesting Bald Eagle
pair since the 1950s took up residence
in Connecticut. By 2001, four pairs
were nesting in the state.

The nesting pair that produced
Weston's fledgling was sighted at the
Saugatuck Reservoir in 2001 and
again in 2002. It is not known whether
they produced any other chicks, so the
young eagle found at the reservoir
could be Weston's first native-born
eagle in decades.

Weston's Eagle would likely have
died had she not been found and res-
cued. Juvenile bald eagles suffer very

high mortality rates, approaching 70%.
This is due to a variety of factors.
Human disturbance of nesting sites is
common, and the fledglings are also
vulnerable to predators. 

This eagle was fortunate to find
itself at Wildlife in Crisis, the only
local wildlife facility with the where-
withal to care for such a large bird of
prey. Over the summer and fall of
2002, Wildlife in Crisis Director Dara
Reid and her staff of interns and vol-
unteers worked to rehabilitate the bird,
keeping the injured wing immobilized,
and medicating her until the bacterial
infection was cured. This allowed the
eagle to absorb much-needed nutrition,
and she began to fill out. 

Although bald eagles can subsist on
a variety of foods, WIC tried to feed
her a diet rich in fresh fish. Volunteers
bought whole fish at local markets,
and a Norwalk fish market provided
salmon scraps. Her favorite was live
bait-fish, released into a large re-circu-
lating pond in her flight cage. 

‘‘She could catch and eat $20 worth

of bait-fish in a matter of minutes, so
that proved an expensive proposi-
tion,’’ Reid says. She estimates that
the eagle rehab project—which includ-
ed extensive cage modifications and
large outlays for fresh fish—cost
Wildlife in Crisis $20,000.

Reid had hoped to release the eagle
in fall 2002, but one wing was not
fully operational, so the eagle had to
be kept through the winter for a

planned release in fall 2003. The harsh
winter of '02-'03 presented special
problems. ‘‘Her flight cage provided
shelter from snow and wind, but the
temperature dropped below zero for
prolonged periods,’’ Reid says.

Fortunately, Weston's eagle proved
to be of hardy stock. After a year in
captivity, the eagle was flying from
end to end of her expansive flight
cage, and Reid decided she was ready
for release into the wild. 

After consulting with several local
ornithologists, Reid decided to release
the eagle at Shepaug Dam in
Southbury, a common way-station for
migrating eagles.

Reid and a group of volunteers took
the eagle to Shepaug Dam for release. 

First Selectman Woody Bliss
brought along a van-load of Weston
well-wishers, and Connecticut
Attorney General Richard Blumenthal
and Deputy DEP commissioner David
Leff were also in attendance.

Reid named the eagle ‘‘Freedom,’’
and dedicated the release to Attorney

General Blumenthal for his tireless
environmental advocacy, and to
Woody Bliss for his energetic land
preservation efforts. 

Just before she threw the bird sky-
wards, Reid made a special dedication
to the memory of American soldiers
killed the week before in a Chinook
helicopter crash in Iraq.

Once released, the eagle soared
above the dam, and then came in for a
landing beside the river. 

‘‘The release went splendidly,’’ said
WIC director Reid. ‘‘It was a bitter-
sweet experience watching this enor-
mous bird take flight from my arms.
There was something special about
‘Freedom,’ and it was an honor and a
privilege to rehabilitate her. I hope that
the attention a bald eagle brings can
create a public awareness to the fragili-
ty of all wild species. 

“Eagles will continue to be an
endangered species in Connecticut,”
Reid added, “so long as pesticides,
pollution and overdevelopment contin-
ue to plague our environment.’’

(Continued from page 1)

Our thanks to the WIC volunteers!

Pictured from immediately above, and clockwise:
(1) Ulla Springsklee spent many hours helping
nurse our patients. She has now returned to
Germany, with our thanks (2) Pat Glass was a
cheerful presence through the summer, pictured
here with a chimney swift (3) Bill Matthews con-
sistently undertook  some of the toughest clean-
ing projects. (4) Barbara Reis has been an extra-
ordinary help with facility maintenance and logis-
tics (5) Bill Reis, pictured with Woody the wood-
duck, has assisted with electrical work and gen-
eral mechanical tasks.

Dara Reid and ‘‘Freedom’’

name a few. But the most valuable
experiences I gained cannot be written
in a job description, they came from
the opportunity to be a part of a truly
unique center, devoted entirely to
wildlife. 

I settled into life at Wildlife In Crisis
rather quickly, and immediately grew
fond of the animals in our care. Each
animal had their own unique personal-
ity, their own quirks, their own likes
and dislikes. I knew just how to place
the great horned owl’s meal on her
nest box, exactly which treats each
raccoon liked best, and was sure to
always treat the ring-billed gull to a
mid-day swim. Once I appreciated
how special these animals were, I
became committed to the survival and
success of every animal that came
through our door.

The number and variety of wildlife
brought to Wildlife In Crisis is mind-
boggling. Countless song birds,
hawks,owls, squirrels, raccoons,
skunks, opossums, foxes, fawns, sea
birds, and even the occasional mink
found their way to our door in need of
help. It really brought to light the
incredible numbers of wildlife endan-
gered on a daily basis, mostly due to
human encounters. Although sad-
dened by this reality, it only strength-
ened my resolve for a life-long com-
mitment in helping wildlife. 

I have since gone on to work in a
veterinary hospital, but still try to stay
very much a part of Wildlife in Crisis
as a volunteer. Dara has done such an
amazing job with the endless numbers
of wildlife that show up at the center,
and has devoted every waking
moment to their well being. I strive

to support her efforts in any way I can.
I have been studying up on veterinary
practices in hopes of one day attending
veterinary school, so that I too can
devote my life to help save wildlife. 

For more information on the
Wildlife in Crisis resident internship
program, please e-mail to wildlifein-
crisis@snet.net or check the web at
www.wildlifeincrisis.org

My Life as an Intern
(Continued from page 1)

‘‘The number and
variety of wildlife
brought to Wildlife
in Crisis is truly
mind-boggling’’

—Beth Gibson
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to chimney swifts, were painstakingly
nursed until they were feathered and
ready to fly. An unusual number of
waterbirds were admitted, including
ospreys, great blue herons, cormorants
and numerous gulls.

The thousands of hours devoted to
saving these birds and mammals are
entirely unpaid. In addition to director
Reid, the staff comprises resident
interns and part-time volunteers.
‘‘We've grown by leaps and bounds
since we were founded sixteen years
ago,’’ Reid said, ‘‘but interns are the
backbone of our staff.’’

This past summer, the staff cadre
included three young interns from dif-
ferent parts of the country. Renee
Koplan, 28, a biology graduate of the
University of Montana, started out in
April. In May, she was joined by
Rachel Higgins, 22, a recent graduate
of Loyola, and Lauren Taylor, 22, a
student at Texas A & M.

The three brought wide-ranging
resumes with them to Connecticut:

Koplan had worked as a parks
supervisor and in vet clinics, but spent
the most recent winter bartending at a

New Mexico ski resort, saving for the
opportunity to participate in the WIC
internship program.

Lauren Taylor, a student in wildlife
and fishery sciences, was able to get
academic credit for the internship.
‘‘More than any of the other intern-
ships I looked at, this one was  hands-
on,’’ Taylor said. ‘‘If I had chosen to
work in a zoo, I would have been very
limited as to what I would be allowed
to do. Here I was able to interact with
many different species.’’

Intern Rachel Higgins put herself
through college working three jobs,
and possessed a native enthusiasm. ‘‘I
signed up for the internship because it
sounded rad,’’ she said. 

In May, once the ‘‘baby season’’
kicked in, enthusiasm and energy
proved indispensable. Every day
before 8:00 a.m., the duty interns got
into their surgical scrubs, and set up
the clinic for business. 

During the months of May and
June, the work schedule for the interns
was demanding, with days that extend-
ed well into the night. The labor-inten-
sive feeding of numberless baby birds
and tiny baby mammals began at 8

a.m., and kept up until lights out—
often well after midnight. 

During the course of the day, the
interns also worked as receptionists,
fielding dozens of calls about wildlife
issues. On busy days, they had to set
up a sort of triage system, as a steady
stream of injured or orphaned animals
came through the door.

‘‘We usually had one person feed-
ing mammals, and another one feeding
birds,’’ Koplan said. ‘‘The mammal
feeder would also answer the phones,
and deal with anyone coming in. The
three of us worked together really
well. Everything just worked really
smoothly. When something needed
doing, we pitched in and got it done.’’

The interns managed and ran the
center, setting schedules and organiz-
ing volunteers to assist them. They
also served as the point of contact with
the public.

Through the course of the summer,
they worked closely with director Dara
Reid. ‘‘We had a great group of
interns this year,’’ Reid said. ‘‘It is dif-
ficult work. By definition, these are
not healthy wild animals coming to us.
They can be in tough shape, and some
of the orphaned animals may have
been without their mothers for days or
weeks. It's a challenge to find a group
of people who are strong enough to
deal with this every day.’’

Each intern developed different
favorites over the course of the sum-
mer. ‘‘I loved the cormorant,’’ Koplan
reported. ‘‘I never thought I would like
to work with birds. I was more a mam-
mal person, but this experience really
broadened my view.’’

For Taylor, it was the raccoons.
‘‘Of all the animals, the raccoons were
the most personable and curious,’’ she
said. ‘‘All of them have different per-
sonalities, and they are so much fun.’’

Higgins says the mink was her
number one. ‘‘He's so cool,’’ she said.
‘‘I love him. He is wild and crazy.’’

Higgins characterized the WIC
summer internship as intense, and
even ‘‘far out.’’ 

‘‘I learned a whole lot,’’ she said.
‘‘I was scared at first, but once I was
told how to do things, it was exciting
to do it right, and save the life of a
wild animal. I think I came out of this

a better person. I know I can wake up
and put in 16 hours of demanding
work, and then get up the next day and
do it again. It's been an amazing learn-
ing experience, and I didn't ever stop
learning, which was awesome.’’

Higgins said she was also
impressed by the scope of WIC’s mis-
sion. ‘‘You sometimes come across a
person that does wildlife rehabilitation
as a hobby,’’ she noted, ‘‘but it is rare

to have a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to saving such a broad spec-
trum of wildlife. Very shortly after I
arrived at Wildlife in Crisis, I came to
realize that there is no other organiza-
tion in Connecticut that does wildlife
rescue work at this level.’’

The three interns have now
returned to their former career paths,
each having done a great service for
Connecticut wildlife. Koplan is now
looking for work in wildlife biology.
Taylor is completing her senior year at
Texas A & M, and Higgins is teaching
English in France.

Taylor said she returned to Texas
with a new appreciation for wildlife.
‘‘This summer gave me a good
overview of working with many
species, instead of specializing in
one,’’ she said. ‘‘Since Wildlife in
Crisis accepts all native birds and
mammals, we had to be ready for any-
thing. It was great to work with so
many different animals.’’

Director Reid says the three interns
proved a strong, cohesive unit. ‘‘Our
interns worked very long hours this

summer,’’ Reid said, ‘‘and they should
be proud of the good work they did.
It's not just cuddling cute little animals.
It can be hard, dirty work.’’

According to Reid, WIC is now
recruiting interns for next summer. 

‘‘We generally look for interns that
are at least 21 years old,’’ she said.
‘‘Some experience working with ani-
mals is useful, but we can train people
once they get here.’’

The center also has many local vol-
unteers, who work a few hours one or
two days a week. 

‘‘Volunteers can start at age 18,’’
Reid said. ‘‘We get a lot of requests
from parents of younger children to
volunteer, but we can't spend our time
supervising young children, and we
can't have children working here unsu-
pervised. All WIC volunteers and
interns must be vaccinated against
rabies, just as at any veterinary clinic,
and that tends to exclude opportunities
for younger volunteers.’’

For further information on the
Wildlife in Crisis internship program,
check www.wildlifeincrisis.org.

Seasonal interns bolster staff, handle record number of animals
(Continued from page 1)
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Interns Lauren Taylor and Renee Koplan


